
WINTER 2020-2021Educating students so that they value learning, are socially responsible,  
and are prepared to lead productive and successful lives.
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EARLY DISMISSAL FOR ELEMENTARY ONLY* 

EARLY DISMISSAL FOR ALL SCHOOLS* 

NO SCHOOL - Winter Recess 

EARLY DISMISSAL FOR ELEMENTARY ONLY* 

NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 
Martin Luther King Jr Day & Staff Development Day 

EARLY DISMISSAL FOR ELEMENTARY ONLY* 

EARLY DISMISSAL FOR ELEMENTARY ONLY* 
Parent/Teacher Conferences in the afternoon 

NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 
Parent/Teacher Conferences 
 
NO SCHOOL - Presidents’ Day

SCHOOL CALENDAR
WELCOME to the Elementary School 
Newsletter! This seasonal publication 
will be emailed to households to 
provide parents/guardians with 
important reminders and 
announcements. All MASD newsletters 
can also be viewed on raiderweb.org 
on the “For Parents” page. 

OFFICE STAFF 

Fink Phone: 717-948-3370 
Fink Fax: 717-948-3409 
Principal: Marie Drazenovich 
mdrazenovich@raiderweb.org 
Secretary: Dana Handley 
dhandley@raiderweb.org 

Kunkel Phone: 717-939-6862 
Kunkel Fax: 717-939-3487 
Principal: Dr. Dan Borrelli 
dborrelli@raiderweb.org 
Secretary: Kristen Rios 
krios@raiderweb.org 

Reid Phone: 717-948-3360 
Reid Fax: 717-702-1219 
Principal: Trevor Saylor 
tsaylor@raiderweb.org 
Secretary: Sue Goss 
sgoss@raiderweb.org 
 
EMERGENCY CONTACTS 

Please notify the school office with all 
contact information changes such as 
phone numbers, address and ANY 
changes in custody arrangement. If 
you move to a new address in the 
District, please provide a new primary 
proof of residence to the office 
immediately. If you have a new 
custody order, please submit a copy to 
the office. This is for the protection of 
your child.

Please refrain from planning vacations 
and appointments on PSSA testing 
dates so as to avoid the need to 
schedule make up tests for your 

child(ren). Please note that requests 
for educational trips will not be 

approved during these testing dates: 

English/Language Arts: 
April 19-23, 2021 

Math, Science & Make-ups: 
April 26 - May 7, 2021

PSSA DATES

*EARLY DISMISSAL TIMES 
  Fink & Reid: 11:25am 
  Kunkel: 11:55am

PARENT TIP: 
Print and post this page so you 
have important dates handy!



Happening@Fink

Mrs. Reiber’s kindergartners 
released the bu4erflies they 
have been raising in their 
classroom. The bu4erfly kit was 
provided by a grant which was 
funded by the Middletown Area 
Blue Raider FoundaBon.

butterfly 
freedom

book buddies in 
a virtual worldIf this was a normal year, the Fink book 

buddies in 1st and 4th grades would be 
visiBng each other’s classrooms and 
reading stories together. But…it’s 2020.

So Mrs. Hughes and Mrs. Jones had to get creaBve. 
Students in each grade remain at their desks and 
everyone connects remotely so they can see their 
buddies. The teachers take turns reading each week. 
Throughout the story students are challenged with 
grade level quesBons such as kindergartners 
idenBfying rhyming words and 4th graders defining 
a word for their younger buddies. Take that, COVID! 
You can’t stop our young readers!



Besides Christmas morning, 
there is nothing more 
exciBng to an elementary 
kiddo than their birthday 
celebraBon. But for the past 
two years, Kunkel second 
grader, Zachary Ponne4, chose an unusual birthday wish. “For my 
birthday, instead of presents I asked for money to donate to 
RaiderPacks so I could help families in need.”  

So in 2019, Zachary asked his parents, grandparents and cousins to 
skip the toy stores and instead simply give him money for his 7th 
birthday. He also sold some of his personal belongings at his family’s 
yard sale. Zachary ended up donaBng $400 to RaiderPacks. Then just 
a month ago he repeated the idea for his 8th birthday and raised 
another $285.  

How did Zachary get this idea? “Last year I heard my parents talking 
about RaiderPacks. I heard them say that this was for families in need. 
So I thought…uh..I think I’ll do that for my 
birthday instead.” Zachary had the opportunity 
to witness a RaiderPacks distribuBon day in 
acBon and see how his money is used for meat, 
eggs, milk, produce and dry goods. He was 
amazed at how much food is given out and how 
many families were helped. He was even more 
shocked to find out how many families he was 
helping with his donaBon alone. 

To find out how much of an impact Zachary has 
made, let’s do an elementary math word problem: 

Zachary donated $400 for his 7th birthday, and $285 for his 
8th birthday. It costs RaiderPacks about $125 to provide 
food for one family for one school year. How many families 
has Zachary helped in two years? 

To find out the answer, go to our 
RaiderPacks webpage. And while 
you’re there, join this servant-
hearted eight year old in making a 
small sacrifice with a big impact.

Over@Kunkel

BIG heart, BIG help

junior composers

Mr. Checco’s music classes at Kunkel 
composed soundtracks for storybooks. 

Click on a grade to view the video of 
their original composiBon. These would 

be great to play as bedBme stories!

KINDERGARTEN

FIRST GRADE

SECOND GRADE

THIRD GRADE

Zachary Ponnett 
Grade 2

https://youtu.be/6_p9tNz70Ao
https://youtu.be/48hxkEJnK-U
https://raiderweb.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=344130&pageId=1075063
https://youtu.be/I_grzjYBCtI
https://youtu.be/lEqhf2YrJHI


an 
author’s 
virtual 
visit

Mrs. Ebersole’s and Mrs. PronesB’s first 
graders at Reid parBcipated in the 
Hummelstown Library’s Children’s Book 
Week with a virtual visit by author and 
illustrator, Selina Alko. From her art studio 
in Brooklyn, New York, Ms. Alko read a 
book which she had illustrated enBtled, 
“Why Am I Me?” Each student received a 
copy of the storybook personally signed 
by Ms. Alko. The teachers also received 
supplemental acBviBes that correlated 
with the story. 

Aier reading the story, Ms. Alko shared 
other books she has wri4en and 
demonstrated the technique of painBng 
on newspaper.

Meanwhile@Reid

Carson Santo’s grandmother 
arranged for Reid's parEcipaEon 

in the author’s “visit.”

I took tomatoes home and 
my grandmother cut them 
up and made BLTs. They 
were delicious. We also 
made a healthy snack out 
of the green peppers. We 
cut the peppers up and put 
cream cheese in center. I 
recommend that you try 
that snack!  
- TaEana Greene

the 
learning 
garden

I was able to pick mint out of 
the garden. My mom and I 

made tea with mint in it for 
the morning. It was a great 

way to start the day. 
- Kaden Conner

We used the fresh 
tomatoes in a 
homemade soup. It 
was really good. 
Garden tomatoes 
taste a lot beOer 
than store bought 
tomatoes. 
- Olivia May

We had a snack of fresh snap peas from 
the garden. I never had snap peas before 

and they were really sweet like candy. I 
really like them a lot and I am going to 

ask my mom to buy some for home. 
- Javeya Arvelo

Re#rement? What’s reBrement? For Mrs. 
Moore it has consisted of gejng her hands 
dirty. When Reid Elementary went silent on 
March 13, 2020, Reid’s Learning Garden didn’t 
get the memo. So Mrs. Moore volunteered to 
keep it thriving all throughout a shutdown, a 
hot summer, and into the fall when students 
returned. Mrs. Moore completed all the 
spring, summer and fall planBng and 
harvesBng without the help of her dedicated 
student gardeners. She conBnues to tend the 
garden on the weekends and days off school to 
prepare it for its winter’s sleep.

The garden’s produce is distributed to 
classrooms and the cafeteria for sampling, to 
Reid staff, and to students to take home to 
their families. This year much of the harvest 
was given to the Interfaith Food Bank due to 
the shutdown. Mrs. Moore has championed 
the garden since its first seed was planted in 
2012. Her countless volunteer hours have 
provided students with agricultural 
experiences and a new found love of fruits and 
vegetables. The students get so excited to see 
what has grown in their garden and are 
surprised how yummy the produce is. They 
certainly miss working with Mrs. Moore in 
person but are grateful for her commitment to 
being a garden elf behind the fence. 



“Why the Cat is Lazy”
By Henry Grayshaw

The cat was not always lazy, 
he was once a hard worker. 
The characters in “why the 
cat is lazy” are the cat, the 
camel, and the sphinx 
guardian of the forest. Our 
story takes place before 
recorded history, in the 
woods near a cottage. By 
now you may be thinking 
“hey, why is the sphinx the guardian of the forest? 
Isn`t it the winged monster of the city of Thebes, or 
another word for a hawk or a moth?” Well technically 
speaking yes, but if you read the story in front of you 
you`ll see why it`s the guardian of the forest. Now, 
let’s get to reading shall we?

In a land before time camel and cat were opposites. 
Camel never worked and cat always worked (maybe 
even a little too hard.) Now, I know what you’re 
thinking, isn`t the cat supposed to be lazy, and not the 
camel? Well, if you read on you`ll see why the 
camel`s lazy and not the cat. One bright sun 
drenched day cat was in the woods, and he was 
doing three times the work that he had to do! Cat did 
so because he saw that the camel didn`t work at all. 
The only work camel ever did was he found food for 
himself and ate it! That same day, the sphinx 
guardian of the forest wandered over to where cat 
was working. He saw how hard the cat was working, 
and said “why do you work so hard, is something 
wrong?” “Yes!” Said the cat, “camel never works, all 
he ever does is eat and sleep!” “I see” said the sphinx 
and said “well I think that everyone should work, but 
you are simply working too hard. Let me think… take 
a break from working. I am going to banish camel to 
the desert because he refuses to work. When I am 
done escorting camel to the desert and tell you to 
stop resting, you stop, ok? But not in until I say.” And 
so, cat stopped working and took a break while the 
sphinx was escorting camel to the desert. However, 
while he was escorting camel through the desert, the 
heat got to him and he got heat stroke. Then, a sand 
storm came and trapped him in the desert forever. 
Because the sphinx never left the desert to tell cat to 
start working again, cat never did.

@Home in Raider Academy

Kindergartners were challenged to 
make a drawing of a floor plan of 

their bedrooms. But Delealah 
Dinkins went above and beyond and 

made a 3-D model of her room! 
She also provided the purrfect photo 

to go along with Henry’s story!

Let’s not forget our young cyber learners in Raider Academy. 
Here are some students that our Raider Academy teachers say 
are rockin’ cyber learning. Take a look at their awesome work!

Keniia Davis 
Kindergarten

Delealah Dinkins 
Kindergarten

Henry Grayshaw 
Grade 3

In Social Studies Kindergartners were asked to 
make a treasure chest of their family’s treasures. 

These could include arBfacts of special items or 
celebraBons they’ve had together. They were to 

use some type of box for their 
chest and put memories and 

keepsakes inside of it.



Emma created a card game which 
idenBfies famous Pennsylvanias 
from as far back as the 1700’s. 

Look at that artwork!

Patrick Muller 
Grade 4

Aier reading about the adventures of a turtle in 
the book Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing, Patrick 

built a model of one of his favorite scenes. 
He also got a new pet and named it Rocket!

Using facts she learned about Winn-
Dixie, Davina created a poster to try to 

find a new owner for the snoring, 
peanut bu4er loving, church-going dog.

Davina Agyare 
Grade 5

Emma Kramer 
Grade 4

Click HERE to find out how to participate.

NOTE: photos that show individuals without face coverings are from a previous school year or were taken during mask breaks or meal Emes.

CONTACT YOUR PTO PRESIDENT 
FOR MEETING INFORMATION  

FINK - Jessica Wheeler  |  finkelementarypto@gmail.com 
KUNKEL - Becky Hershberger  |  crhcrazy13@gmail.com 
REID - Sue Gibson  |  suegibson3310@gmail.com 

https://raiderweb.org/news/what_s_new/free_meals_for_2020-21


COLD & FLU SEASON  
If a child has a fever they should stay home unBl they are fever 

free, without the use of medicaBon to keep the fever down, for 
24 hours. If a child has vomiBng or diarrhea overnight or in the 

morning before school, a severe or uncontrollable cough or 
generally feel too ill to parBcipate in learning, they should stay 

home. Encouraging good hand washing and covering coughs and 
sneezes can help slow the spread of illness.

NURSE NOTES REPORTING YOUR 
CHILD’S ABSENCE 
If your child is staying home from school, 
please email your school secretary or your 
child’s teacher on the morning of the absence 
providing the reason for the absence. Sending 
an email will… 

• serve as your written excuse note 
• prevent a note from getting lost between 

home and school 
• prevent you from receiving a phone call 

informing you your child is absent 
 
If an excuse note or email is not received 
within three (3) days, the absence will be 
marked illegal and unexcused. A doctor’s 
note is required for extended absences or 
may be requested at the discretion of the 
building principal.  

If a student needs to be absent from school 
for part of the day for an appointment, a 
written note from a parent/guardian must be 
handed in to the office for prior approval. 
When leaving school for the appointment, 
students must stop in the office to check out. 
Upon return from an appointment, students 
are to check back in at the school office. 

All attendance correspondence should be 
directed to your school secretary. Your 
secretary's email address is listed on the front 
page of this newsletter. 

ATTENDANCE ROBOCALLS 
NEW FOR ELEMENTARY: If your 
child is marked absent at school, you will 
receive a phone call, text and/or email, 
depending on the preferences you’ve 
entered in your portal. The message will 
be sent at 5:00 p.m. on the evening of 
the absence. This robocall will serve as a 
reminder to return a signed excuse note.



The Middletown Area School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in its programs or employment practices 
as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. The following persons are responsible for coordination of the District’s efforts to meet its obligations with regard to non-
discrimination: Section 504 Coordinator - Mrs. Krystal L. Palmer, Director of Special Education; Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator - Ms. Heidi L. Zula, 
Director of Human Resources; Title VI and Title IX Coordinator - Dr. Lori A. Suski, Superintendent of Schools. 

ONE-HOUR DELAYS 
 When there is a one-hour delay, 

school will begin one hour later than 
the normal start time and buses will 
arrive at bus stops one hour later 

than their normal arrival time. 
Breakfast will be served. School will 

dismiss at normal dismissal times.

TWO-HOUR DELAYS 
When there is a two-hour delay, school 

will begin two hours later than the 
normal start time and buses will arrive at 

bus stops two hours later than their 
normal arrival times. Breakfast WILL 

NOT be served. School will dismiss at 
normal dismissal times. 

AS WINTER APPROACHES

WEATHER DELAYS & CLOSINGS 
Announcements concerning school closings, delayed openings or early dismissals are communicated in the 
following ways: raiderweb.org, through SchoolMessenger based on parent’s preferred contact method, 

Facebook, Twitter and on local radio and television outlets. If parents/guardians are unable to be home at 
the time of an early dismissal, prior arrangements must be made with family, friends or neighbors for the 

care of young children. Bus riders will be taken to their regular designated bus stops. A parent or 
authorized designee must be present at the bus stop before a kindergarten student is released from the 

school bus. The after-school programs will continue to operate in the event of an early dismissal, but 
parents are asked to pick up their children within two hours after students are dismissed. 

Please update your contact information and notification preferences in 
SchoolMessenger so we have your accurate contact information. 
SchoolMessenger is used for District-wide communications such as 

announcements, school closings/delays due to inclement weather and 
emergency notifications. SchoolMessenger is located in your 

PowerSchool Parent Portal. We kindly ask that you select all three notification 
options (text, phone, email) since some messages are only sent via email.

WINTER PHYS ED REMINDER 
Just a friendly reminder that during these winter months of snow and other 
bad weather, it is very important all students are wearing sneakers and 
the appropriate clothes to school for physical education class. This is for 
safety reasons! Sneakers can be kept at school in the student’s cubby 
space so he/she will always be prepared. Being prepared for class is vital 
to students being able to fully participate. Thank you for your support and 
cooperation. Have a happy and safe winter season!

https://powerschool.raiderweb.org/public/

	PSSA Dates

